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Cidder and Whitehead.
[A.D.
that degree of estimation to which he was entitled. His frieni gave out that he intended his birth-day Odes should be bad : b that was not the case, Sir; for he kept them many montl by him, and a few years before he died he shewed me one them, with great solicitude to render it as perfect as migi be, and I made some corrections, to which he was not vei willing to submit. I remember the following couplet in allusic to the King and himself:
"Perch'd on the'eagle's soaring wing, The lowly linnet loves to sing."
Sir, he had heard something of the fabulous tale of the wr< sitting upon the eagle's wing, and he had applied it to a linn< Gibber's familiar style, however, was better than that whi< Whitehead has assumed. Grand nonsense is insupportable Whitehead is but a little man to inscribe verses to players.1
I did not presume to controvert this censure, which w tinctured with his prejudice against players2; but I could n help thinking that a dramatick poet might with propriety pay compliment to an eminent performer, as Whitehead has ve happily done in his verses to Mr. Garrick3.
' Sir, I do not think Gray a first-rate poet.    He has not a be imagination, nor much command of words.    The obscurity which he has involved himself will not persuade us that he
1 The following quotations show the difference of style in the two poets :—
COLLEY GIBBER. ' When her pi'ide, fierce in arms,
Would to Europe give law ; At her cost let her come, To our cheer of huzza ! Not lightning with thunder more
terrible darts,
Than the burst of huzza from our bold British hearts.'
Gent. Mag. xxv. 515. WM. WHITEHEAD. *Ye   guardian   powers,   to   whose
command,
At Nature's birth, th' Almighty mind
The delegated task assign'd To watch o'er Albion's  favou
land, What time your hosts with cho
lay,
Emerging from its kindred de Applausive hail'd each vercli
steep,
And white rock, glitt'ring to i new-born day 1'
16. xxix. 32 s See ante, p. 167. 3 'Whitehead was for some wl Garrick's "reader" of new plays Drury-lane.1  Forster's Goldsmith, 41. See/atf, April 25,1778,note. 1 verses to Garrick are given in Cli mers's English Pacts, xvii. 222.
sublitlas ' that good humoured     calls ' a man of a placid genius.'
